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fax: +31 317 485362.Animal husbandry has seen enormous developments in the past
ecades, especially in The Netherlands and other urbanized regions
n the world. Those developments in scale and practices of ani-
al  husbandry are increasingly criticized and discussed in public
ebates. These debates concentrate on impacts of intensive farm-
ng on animal welfare, the environment and landscape. In many
ases perception and preconceived ideas or opinions dominate
hose debates. Such debates, however, should be based on sound
cientiﬁc analysis and facts, not excluding perceptions, norms and
alues.
Food security for the worlds growing population requires a
ustainable intensiﬁcation of the animal protein production. This
ncludes many aspects such as changing consumption patterns,
ood systems including logistic food chain patterns and socio-
ultural and economic aspects. To provide such a wider overview,
esearchers of Wageningen University and Research Centre com-
iled an essay-book in Dutch on “livestock farming with care”
“Over zorgvuldige veehouderij”, Eijsackers and Scholten Eds.,
010).
After its publication, we received many requests to provide
 version in English, as these issues are much broader than the
etherlands. After producing an English summary, it was decided
o publish a special issue of NJAS-Wageningen, an academic journal
f life sciences, in which the scientiﬁc underpinning of the various
spects in the debate can be given. These comprise ethical aspects,
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ttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.njas.2013.05.007veterinary as well as economic and consumer aspects and also sci-
entiﬁc systems studies are presented in which different aspects are
integrated.
Hopefully this special issue will contribute to a broader and
balanced debate leading to the identiﬁcation of sustainable solu-
tions that are appreciated by society in different regions in
the world like NW-Europe and the US, but also for Africa and
Asia.
The ultimate aim is to contribute to the well-being of consumers
and farmers.
I would like to thank all contributors for their scientiﬁc contri-
bution and the editors, Rabbinge and Eijsackers for selecting and
editing the papers in this NJAS special edition.
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